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Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) 

Overview  Considerations 

MTSS is a framework that focuses on intervention best 
practices within the areas of academics (Response to 
Intervention—RTI), behavior (Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports—PBIS), and mental health for 
students who may need supports to succeed in a general 
education environment. MTSS is a schoolwide approach 
that addresses the needs of all students, including 
struggling learners and students with disabilities. The 
most common model of MTSS has three levels of 
intervention or tiers: universal (core instruction), 
targeted, and intensive. Essential components of MTSS 
include: 

screening of all students,   
evidence-based intervention practices, 
progress monitoring, and  
data-based decision-making. 

MTSS is not a pre-referral process for special education. It 
also cannot be used to delay or deny a student’s 
evaluation for special education.  

No matter where a student is in the MTSS process, if a 
student is suspected of having a disability and the need 
for special education, campus administration should 
move immediately to obtain consent for a special 
education evaluation. 

Review and adjust, as necessary, the LEA’s MTSS 
framework. Consider how MTSS components can be 
implemented in a remote environment when 
necessary.  
Academic Intervention and progress monitoring  
Behavioral intervention and progress monitoring  
Take steps necessary to ensure MTSS problem-
solving teams are in place and can meet remotely. 
Review and adjust as necessary, current core/content 
area instructional programs and interventions within 
the LEA.  
Take the steps necessary to ensure that interventions 
are evidence-based 
Identify staffing needs for the provision of 
interventions and ensure that interventionists are 
trained in the intervention(s) they provide. 
Review and adjust as necessary, current 
policies/procedures for implementation and analysis 
of universal screeners used within the LEA (both 
academic and behavioral). 
o Determine how required screeners can be

administered remotely
Identify appropriate/required professional 
development based on staff needs in the following 
areas:  
o Identifying evidence-based interventions
o Progress monitoring
o Data-based decision making
o Referral processes

Resources 

Coming soon on the TIER website – 
Webinar series on interventions (academic and behavioral) in the remote environment 


